[Homogeneity of the erythrocyte volume distribution during chronic alcoholism macrocytosis (author's transl)].
The increase in volume of human erythrocytes during chronic alcoholic intoxication and its decrease after alcoholic deprivation was studied with a multichannel analyzer. When fractions of the population of red cells were separated by differential centrifugation the macrocytosis was found to be uniformly distributed. The presence of macrocytes was not related to changes of plasma osmolality or hyperhydration of red cells. A central origin was evoked, however, the role of the folic acid deficiency could not explain the macrocytosis, the mechanism of which remains to be elucidated.